
 

 

  

 

 

Survey on Coastal 
Planning in the Town of 
Coupeville 
 -- To understand our community’s thoughts, opinions, and priorities 
for sea level rise planning 
 

Winter 2023 

Complete the questions in the pages that follow and submit the completed 
survey to the Town of Coupeville by 5 PM on February 25, 2023 in one of the 
following ways: 

• Mail your completed survey to the following address by February 25: 
Attn: Joshua Engelbrecht, Town of Coupeville, 4 NE Seventh St.,  
Coupeville, WA 98239 

• Drop your completed survey off at the Town Hall front desk or drop box. 
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Survey on Coastal Planning in the Town of Coupeville 

 
Coupeville has experienced increased erosion and flooding along the coast in recent years. Scientists 
predict that these problems will get worse with sea level rise. The Town of Coupeville is partnering with 
Peak Sustainability Group to learn more about your thoughts, opinions, and priorities for sea level rise 
planning. We will integrate your feedback on this survey into a Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment that 
will help inform how we manage Coupeville's changing shoreline in the future.  
 
This questionnaire will take approximately 8-10 minutes to complete. Your participation is voluntary. The 
survey may be completed as a paper version (included in the following pages) or online on a desktop 
computer or mobile device. Access the online version by scanning the QR code at the bottom of this page 
or through the the following link: bit.ly/CoupevilleSLRSurvey. 
 
Eligibility. If you live (full- or part-time), own a business or property, work, or go to school in Coupeville, 
Washington, we encourage you to participate in this survey. 
 
Your privacy. We will keep your personal information confidential. We will store data on password-
protected computers that are only accessible to Peak Sustainability Group researchers and Town of 
Coupeville staff. We will share compiled results in reports and announcements. Your individual responses 
will remain confidential. 
 
Disclosures. This study has been funded by a grant from the Washington Department of Ecology's Shoreline 
Competitive Grant Program. 
 
Accessibility. To request assistance in completing this survey or for inquiries about accessibility, please 
contact Joshua Engelbrecht, assistantplanner@townofcoupeville.org, 360-678-4461 ext. 104.  
 
Questions or concerns? Please contact Town of Coupeville Assistant Planner, Joshua Engelbrecht 
(assistantplanner@townofcoupeville.org), with questions. 
 
Submission Information. You can submit a completed copy of the paper survey in one of the following 
ways: 
• Mail your completed survey to the following address: 

Attn: Joshua Engelbrecht, Town of Coupeville, 4 NE Seventh St., Coupeville, WA 98239 
• Drop your completed survey off at the Town Hall front desk or in the drop box 
 
Please share this survey with other Coupeville residents! You can share the link to online survey 
(bit.ly/CoupevilleSLRSurvey) or scan the QR code with the camera on your phone. 
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TOPIC 1. To start, we want to ask a few questions about your history and current relationship with the 
Town of Coupeville. 
 
1. Please read the following statements and select the answer that best describes your relationship with 

Coupeville.  
 

Relationship with Coupeville↓ Frequency 
Never Sometimes About half 

the time 
Most of the 

time 
Full-time 

I currently live in Coupeville ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
I currently work in Coupeville ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
I spend my time in Coupeville ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
I go to school in Coupeville ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  

 
2. Do you currently own a property in Coupeville? 

o Yes 
o No 
o Other, please explain 

 
3. Do you currently own a business in Coupeville? 

o Yes 
o No 
o Other, please explain 

 
4. How frequently do you visit Front Street and other areas along Coupeville’s waterfront? 

o Never 
o Less than once a month 
o Once or twice a month 
o Once a week 
o Multiple times a week 
o Daily 
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5. What activities do you typically do when you visit Front Street and other areas along the waterfront? 
Please describe briefly. 

 
 

TOPIC 2. Next, we want to ask some basic questions about your impressions and opinions of how risky or 
not risky sea level rise is. 
 
6. Overall, how concerned are you about the future effects of sea level rise in Coupeville? 

o Not at all concerned 
o A little concerned 
o Moderately concerned 
o Very concerned 
o Extremely concerned 

 
7. How much of each of the following types of risk do you believe that sea level rise poses to Coupeville 

residents? Please select an amount for each type of risk.  
 

Types of Risk↓ Amount of Risk 
None at 
all 

 

A little  
 

A moderate 
amount 

 

A lot A great 
deal 

Risk to human health ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
Risk to human safety ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
Risk to economic stability ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
Risk to property ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
Risk to business ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  

 
8. To what degree do you think you have already personally experienced sea level rise impacts in the 

Coupeville area? 
o Not at all 
o A little 
o A moderate amount 
o A lot 
o A great deal 
o I am not sure 
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9. To what degree has flooding or erosion ever damaged property in Coupeville belonging to you or 
your loved ones? 
o Not at all   à    Skip to Question 13 
o A little 
o A moderate amount 
o A lot 
o A great deal 
o I am not sure 

 
10. Please share details about the damaged property. First, place an X on the map to mark the 

approximate location of the damaged property. You may mark up to ten locations on the map.  

 
11. Next, please describe the damage to the property. What, when, and how was it damaged by coastal 

flooding? 
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12. How did this damage impact you or those close to you? 

 
 
TOPIC 3. Next, we want to briefly ask about your familiarity with sea level rise and coastal change and what 
you would like to know about these topics. 
 
13. How much would you say you know about sea level rise and its associated impacts? 

o Nothing at all 
o A little 
o A moderate amount 
o A lot 
o A great deal 

 
14. What do you most want to learn about sea level rise and its potential impacts in Coupeville? 

 
15. What is your preferred format(s) for learning more about sea level rise and its impacts? Please check 

all that apply.  
¨ Website 
¨ Newsletter (print) 
¨ Email news 
¨ Public meetings 
¨ Online videos 
¨ Audio recording / podcast 
¨ Field trips / tours 
¨ Other, please explain. 
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TOPIC 4. In this next section, we will ask more about your thoughts, opinions, and priorities for managing 
our changing coastline. Your answers will help to identify and prioritize assets to protect along our 
coastline. 

This fall, the Town of Coupeville worked with scientific consultants to model sea level predictions for the 
Town. The models show what moderate and high sea level rise predictions will likely look like in Coupeville 
in 2050 and 2100, based on data developed for Washington State. 
 
The following three maps show scientists' predictions about which places in Coupeville may be damaged as 
our waterfront changes in the next 50 to 100 years with predicted sea level rise. 
 
Visit bit.ly/coupevilleslrsurveymaps or scan the QR code with the camera on 
your phone to see larger versions of these maps. 
 
 The first map shows areas that are at risk of flooding in the Town of Coupeville. 
The red line shows potential flooding that is more likely, and the yellow line 
shows potential flooding that is less likely, but still possible. 
 
Map of potential flooding in Coupeville 
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Flooding is just one risk from sea level rise in Coupeville. Scientists predict that coastal erosion will be a 
more significant risk to our community. Higher water levels combined with waves from storms cause 
erosion.  
 
The following maps show places in Coupeville that are at risk from erosion based on scientists' predictions. 
The red line shows potential erosion that is more likely, the yellow line shows potential erosion that is less 
likely, but still possible, and the green line shows buffer areas that may still be impacted by erosion. 
 
Map of potential erosion in the western portion of Coupeville 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map 15. Recession projections for the western portion of the Town of Coupeville.
Future bluff recessioin derived from Ashton, 2011.
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Map of potential erosion in the eastern portion of Coupeville 
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16. After observing the three maps above, please list any specific places, community assets, or 
infrastructure that are important to you and are in areas at high risk of coastal flooding and erosion. 

 
17. How would it impact you personally if the high-risk areas were to suffer damage from flooding or 

erosion? 
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18. Please rate, in your opinion, the relative priority levels for protecting each of the following items in 

our community from flooding and sea level rise. Place an X on each line to indicate how important you 
think each asset or place is to protect.  
 

Asset/Place↓ Priority 
 Least Importance Moderate 

Importance 
Highest Importance 

 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 

Individual homes and residences 
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Individual businesses, offices, shops, etc.  
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Roads and highways 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Parks and public spaces 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Natural areas 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Wharf 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Front Street 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Sewer and wastewater collection and 
treatment 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Natural gas/heating fuel distribution 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Electric power 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Stormwater infrastructure 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
19. Are there any other community assets in Coupeville that you think are important to protect from sea 

level rise, erosion, and flooding (that were not mentioned above)? 
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SECTION 5. Finally, we want to ask some demographic questions. Your answers to these questions will 
remain confidential. They will just help us to understand who in our community this survey has and has not 
reached. 

20. In which year were you born? 

 
21. Which gender best describes you? Please select all that apply.  

o Male 
o Female 
o Non-binary / third gender 

 
22. How would you describe yourself? Please select all that apply. 

o White 
o Latinx / Hispanic / Spanish 
o Black or African American 
o American Indian or Alaska Native 
o Asian 
o Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 
o Other 

 
23. Which of the following best describes your living situation? (select all that apply) 

o Homeowner 
o Renter 
o Living with parent/guardian/relative/friend 
o Living in residential facility 
o Living without shelter or in a homeless shelter 
o Other 

 
24. How far are the following places from the Coupeville waterfront?  
Place↓ 

Less than a 
quarter mile (5 

min walk) 

Less than a half 
mile (10 min walk) 

Less than a 
mile (20 min 

walk) 

Greater than a 
mile (20+ min 

walk) 
Your home ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
Your workplace/school ¨  ¨  ¨  ¨  
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What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

o Less than high school 
o High school graduate 
o Some college 
o 2-year degree 
o 4-year degree  
o Professional degree 
o Master’s degree 
o Doctorate 

 
25. Please check the box that best describes your annual household income (gross, before taxes). 

o Less than $20,000 
o $20,000 to $49,999 
o $50,000 to $99,999 
o $100,000 to $149,999 
o $150,000 to $199,999 
o $200,000 or more 

 
26. FINAL COMMENTS. The purpose of this survey is to understand Coupeville residents' thoughts, 

opinions, and priorities for sea level rise planning on our changing coastlines. 
 
Is there anything else that you would like to share on this topic that was not addressed in the survey? 

 
27. Would you like to receive email updates from the Town of Coupeville about planning and preparing 

for sea level rise and future coastal flooding?  
o Yes 
o No 

 
If yes, please include your email in the box below. Our consultants will separate your survey responses 
from your email address before sharing the survey results with the Town. Your individual answers to 
survey questions will be kept strictly confidential. We will not use your email address for any purposes 
other than informing you about the Town's sea level rise planning.  
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We thank you for your time spent taking this survey. 

Your response has been recorded. 
 

Please contact Town of Coupeville Assistant Planner, Joshua Engelbrecht 
(assistantplanner@townofcoupeville.org), with questions or concerns. 

 
You may visit the Town of Coupeville's Sea Level Rise webpage to learn more: bit.ly/coupevilleslr. 

 
Please share the link to the online survey with others who might like to participate or scan the QR code 

with the camera on your phone: bit.ly/CoupevilleSLRSurvey. 
 

 


