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TOWN 
MAILING ADDRESS
The Town has closed its post office 
box and now receives mail exclusively 
at Town Hall. Please contact your bank 
if you use bill-pay for utility bills. Our 
mailing address is 4 NE 7th Street.

WATER MAIN FLUSHING  
&  HYDRANT TESTING

Water Main Flushing:  
October 10 – 14

Hydrant Testing & Inspections:  
October 17 – 28

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Town flushes water mains to remove iron and man-
ganese sediment that can settle in the lines. Central 
Whidbey Fire & Rescue conducts annual testing and 
inspections of the fire hydrants in Town. During the 
flushing and hydrant testing, the water in the mains 
may become turbid (dirty looking). The turbid water is 
not hazardous to your health but may cause staining in 
your laundry. We suggest that you refrain from doing 
laundry during the flushing and testing hours. Some-
times tap water may be dirty looking. Run your faucet 
for a few seconds to clear the line. Individual notices 
of daily flushing activities will not be given. Questions 
should be directed to Kelly Riepma, Public Works Su-
perintendent, 360-678-4461 Ext. 110 or publicworks@
townofcoupeville.org.

WHIDBEY AND CAMANO 
ISLANDS TOURISM WANTS  
TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Tourism is the third largest industry 
in the County contributing $283 
million in travel related spending in 
2021, providing jobs and supporting 
local businesses. There is a desire to 
explore ways tourism can improve the 
lives of residents, enlighten the visitor 
experience and benefit the natural en-
vironment of our island. Whidbey and 
Camano Island Tourism is working 
with the international group Trans-
formational Travel Council to improve 
the tourism benefits for our commu-
nity. Local input is essential! To learn 
more about the program, visit https://
whidbeycamanoislands.com/transfor-
mational-travel. To participate in the 
short survey, visit www.surveymon-
key.com/r/PGVFKYM. 

Survey closes Oct. 31.

Please 
Do your Part
Stay on Island to support our local  

Island County businesses.

And, keep those  
fins clean.Hey Now.

No Large  
gatherings,  
Please.

WHOA There.
wear your  
mask in Public.

Six feet away  
is safe. (and polite.)

More Information at 

Island County PublIC HealtH 
www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/Pages/COVID-19.aspx
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NEIGHBORHOOD EMERGENCY TEAM (NET) PUTS 
THEIR TRAINING INTO ACTION!
Your Neighborhood Emergency Team (NET) volunteers will be taking part in the Inter-
national Shake Out Day when emergency preparedness groups all over the world prac-
tice for a major earthquake. On Whidbey Island this means the County, the Navy, Police 
and Fire Departments, ham radio operators, and specially trained groups of volunteers 
like our very own NET, drill for a major earthquake to make sure they are prepared to 
handle their own areas and also prepared to work together. If you see NET volunteers in 
your neighborhood Oct. 20, don’t worry, this is only a drill! 

This is also a good day to check out your own emergency supplies. Do you have 
enough water for your family and pets to last 14 days? How about food? Do you have 
the supplies to shelter in place for a while, first aid supplies, medications, outdoor cloth-
ing, communication devices, a family plan of how to contact each other? If you want 
to learn more about preparing your family for an emergency and/or you would like to 
volunteer with NET, give our NET Coordinator, Bonnie Abney, a call, 360-969-0969. 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!  
November 8 is election day. We have Federal, 
State, Regional and Local candidates running. 
There are many races that effect Island County. 
You can check out the online voters guide, see 
sample ballots, register to vote, update your 
voter information, and get the election results 
at www.islandcountywa.gov/Auditor/Elections/Pages/Home.aspx. 
Every election is important and every vote counts! 

✥✥✥

CIVILITY MONTH – OCTOBER 
October is Civility Month. Treat people with kindness, respect and 
patience, especially those that hold different opinions and values 
than you do. If you fail, forgive yourself and try again. Civility First 
will be hosting a presentation by journalist Brandi Kruse on Jour-
nalism and Civility in 2022. The event will be held both in-person 
and on Zoom. Brandi will speak at the Coupeville Library on Oct. 
5 at 6:30 p.m. or you can join via Zoom. Check out the Civility First 
website for all of the events, art and workshops in October. https://
www.civilityfirst.org

✥✥✥

TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS! 
When you turn back your clock Sun-
day, Nov. 6 don’t forget to take care of 
some other tasks. Check your fire alarm 
batteries. Get annual maintenance done 
on your furnace and your car so you are 
ready for colder weather. Clean the  
gutters, put outdoor furniture away 
before the cushions get wet, mouse 
proof your garage, get firewood and have the chimney cleaned or 
the gas fireplace serviced. Don’t forget to wear reflective clothing 
when you are out after dark. Have some fall fun; bake a pie, make 
chili, read a good book, sign up for a fall class, spend time with 
friends, go to your local football game. When you are all done tak-
ing care of your family, maybe ask an elderly neighbor if they need 
help with anything.  
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Coupeville Sea Level Rise  
Vulnerability Assessment
With funding from the Department of Ecology’s Shoreline Competi-
tive Grant Program, the Town of Coupeville is taking important steps 
to prepare for the effects of sea level rise by conducting a sea level 
rise vulnerability assessment. This assessment will evaluate which of 
the Town’s areas or assets are considered most at risk from sea level 
rise-related hazards.  

Town staff have hired a consultant team to assist with community 
engagement and the technical analysis. The team is led by Peak 
Sustainability Group, with subconsultant Coastal Geologic Services 
conducting the technical analysis. The project began in earnest in 
summer 2022 and is expected to conclude during spring 2023. 

Look for several opportunities to provide your input this winter, 
including a survey and a community event. We will announce details 
and dates in the December newsletter and on the Town’s webpage.

Learn more about the project on the Town’s website: https://townof-
coupeville.org/comprehensive-plan-update/sea-level-rise-vulnera-
bility-assessment/.

If you have questions about this project, please contact:  
Joshua Englebrecht, Assistant Planner (360) 678-4461 ext. 104  
assistantplanner@townofcoupeville.org



VETERANS DAY 
REMEMBRANCE 
CEREMONY
The Town of 
Coupeville, along 
with the Central 
Whidbey Lions 
Club, is honored to 
again hold a Veter-
ans Day Remem-
brance Ceremony, 
to honor our 
military men and 
women who have 
served their coun-
try as a member 
of the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines 
or Merchant Marines. We will also honor 
those that were Prisoners of War during their 
service. The Ceremony will take place on 
Veterans Day, Friday, Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. at the 
Veterans Memorial Plaza, on the corner of 
NE 6th and N Center Street in Coupeville. We 
will raise the flag of each branch of the mili-
tary, the Shifty Sailors will sing each branch’s 
hymn, and we will remember those who 
have served and are serving today.  

 We are excited to announce two new 
aspects of our celebration in collaboration 
with the Coupeville Chamber of Commerce 
and Coupeville Historic Waterfront Asso-
ciation.  First, we will be recognizing our 
veteran-owned businesses, with a newly 
designed window decal and announcement 
listing these businesses to the community.  
We encourage the local community to shop 
at veteran-owned establishments to say 
thank you and to get to know their amazing 
stories of service.  Second, Sean Kelley, a 
local US Navy veteran, will be launching a 
chapter of Team Red, White & Blue (RWB) 
in Coupeville, to serve the island. Team 
RWB’s mission is to enrich veterans’ lives 
and they accomplish this through building 
vibrant health and wellness communities 
for veterans around the Nation. Sean will 
host an inaugural walk and yoga session on 
Veteran’s Day and he encourages communi-
ty members to join us as part of this kickoff.  
Watch for details coming soon and feel free 
to reach out to Sean if you’re interested in 
getting involved in Team RWB as a volunteer 
or member or both! sean@sageandseaven-
tures.com. Learn more about team RWB at:  
https://about.teamrwb.org/
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UTILITY RATE INCREASE IN OCTOBER
Effective Oct. 1, utility rates will increase in accordance with the utility rate study and in-
creased rates that were adopted in 2021. Water rates are determined by your water meter 
size and the amount of water you consume. Sewer rates are calculated on your water use 

and can also be impacted by your biological oxygen demand (BOD) 
for certain commercial uses. Both water and sewer have base rates 
and consumption charges. The storm water rate is based on the 
footprint of your home. There is also a rate difference if you live inside 
the Town limits or outside. Since everyone’s rates are different, we 
suggest you look at the easy-to-read rate tables in the town code. If 
you still have questions please contact Utility Clerk, John Bird at utili-
tyclerk@townofcoupeville.org or 360-678-4461 Ext. 106.  

After accessing the Town Code, https://library.municode.com/wa/
coupeville/codes/code_of_ordinances search for each utility rate 
table. Water is 13.08.010, Sewer is 13.12.020 and Storm is 13.18.030.

SENIOR MEALS ARE BACK!
Island Senior Resources is serving Wednesday lunch 
for seniors again at the Coupeville United Methodist 
Church. Lunch starts at 11:45 a.m. Lunch is served by donation but a $7 fee is appreciated. 
If you can’t pay, no worries, come and join us for lunch and some social time. If you are not 
a senior, you are welcome to come to lunch and a $12 payment is appreciated as this is the 
true cost of the meal.  Check out https://senior-resources.org/calendar/ for other services 
and events offered by Island Senior Resources. 

I’M LOCAL CARD!
The Coupeville Historic Waterfront Asso-
ciation and the Coupeville Chamber are 
partnering with local businesses to offer 
discounts to our local residents. It took a 
little longer than they hoped to launch it, 
but it is ready now.  If you live in the 98239 
zip code you are eligible for a free, I’m Lo-
cal discount card. The card will get locals 
discounts at participating businesses. The cards are ready in the Chamber office now! 



OCTOBER 2022
www.hauntingofcoupeville.com

MATT IVERSON
Insurance


