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BIG NEWS - 10 Years 
of Outstanding Performance 
for our Utility Team!
Our Utility Team won a Special 
Recognition Award for 10 consecutive 
years of outstanding performance 
operating the wastewater treatment 
plant from the Department of Ecology 
(DOE). The wastewater plant must be 
operated seven days a week, 365 days 
a year. Testing is done, reports are filed 
with the state, and the operation of 
the plant is meticulously maintained 
to assure the protection of Penn 
Cove. Any little thing can throw the 
plants’ operation off; temperature, rain 
events, power outages, pump failures, 
or sideways chemistry, to name just a 
few. Each situation must be dealt with 
differently and it is only with detailed 
knowledge of the plant that this is 
accomplished.

DOE regulates 300 wastewater 
plants statewide and only about one 
third of them earn an outstanding 
performance award each year. Very 
few can claim to achieve this record for 
ten straight years! Congratulations to 
Joe Grogan our Utility Superintendent 
and his amazing team; Jesse Lynn, 
Pepper Ringenberg and Nathan 
Campbell. We appreciate you; we are 
proud of you and we are lucky to have 
you working for us in Coupeville! 
 
To honor our Utility Crew, 

let’s all make a pledge
  NOT TO FLUSH WIPES
into our sewer system!  They 

may be flushable, but 
they are not 
compostable and they 
plug up the system 
and damage pumps. 

SEE IT 
THROUGH

BY EDGAR ALBERT GUEST

When you’re up against a trouble,

Meet it squarely, face to face;

Lift your chin and set your 

shoulders,

Plant your feet and take a brace.

When it’s vain to try to dodge it,

Do the best that you can do;

You may fail, but you may conquer,

See it through!

Black may be the clouds about you

And your future may seem grim,

But don’t let your nerve desert you;

Keep yourself in fighting trim.

If the worst is bound to happen,

Spite of all that you can do,

Running from it will not save you,

See it through!

Even hope may seem but futile,

When with troubles you’re beset,

But remember you are facing

Just what other men have met.

You may fail, but fall still fighting;

Don’t give up, whate’er you do;

Eyes front, head high to the finish.

See it through!

COVID, COVID, COVID…
When will you be over?
I know we are all tired of this but the end is 
near, vaccines are here! Island County, Whidbey 
Health and Island Drug are doing their very 
best to get them to us as fast as they receive 
the doses from the state. Thank you all for your 
patience and understanding as they ramp up 
their appointment processes and set up safe 
vaccination sites. And a big THANK YOU for all 
you have done to follow the safety guidelines 
from the state and the CDC. We have kept COVID 
at bay because of your discipline and sacrifice. 

A little more COVID related information:
n www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/Pages/

COVID-19.aspx is the Island County website 
with the latest COVID information.

n www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19 is 
the state website for COVID info.

n Town Hall is still closed to the public but the 
staff is inside working. Call if you need an in-
person appointment.

n The Rec Hall is still closed and will continue to 
be as long as gatherings are prohibited. (But 
when we open you will be happy to see the 
floors have been refinished and look great!)

n The Chamber, Coupeville Historic Waterfront 
Association and all the Festival Associations 
continue to have to put their events on hold. 
Decisions about public events are also being 
made on a month-by-month basis.

n Shop local and support our small businesses! 
They have been hanging on for 
a year now, they can make it 
through the home 
stretch with 
your help, 
don’t give 
up, shop 
local!



HELP US KEEP YOU INFORMED
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

RCW 35.92.460 requires us to notify our utility customers 
that a 6% utility tax is included in the water and sewer 

utility rates. 

DOG TAGS
It’s time to renew your dog’s tags. The annual 
application form can be found on the town website 
along with town code about dogs. You also need 
to include a copy of your dog’s rabies record along 
with the annual fee. $10 for a spayed/neutered dog, 
otherwise it’s $25. This can be dropped off in the drop 
box by the Town Hall front door or mailed. We will 
mail your dog tags to you. 

Call Claudia if you have questions, 
360-678-4461 Ex. 105.

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
It’s time to start thinking about summer gardening. The 
Coupeville Community Garden will be open soon and you can 
reserve your spot now. The garden was a huge success last year, 
we had 40 plots rented! 

Gardeners decorated their plots; shared plant starts and seeds 
and shared knowledge with each other. A few families tried 
their hand at gardening for the first time, using the experience 
as a school project for stay-at-home learning. There was even a 
wedding in the garden last summer! 

You don’t want to miss out on the fun this year. The community 
garden is organic, no pesticides. Plots are 10’ x 12’ and cost only 
$30 per year, which includes your water. The application can be 
found on the town’s website and you can mail it in with your 
payment. We were almost full last year, don’t delay in reserving 
your spot!  

DON’T FEED THE DEER
It isn’t healthy for them - or YOU! 
n It’s not good for the deer, grains and wildlife feed 

is not good for their digestive system.

n Fawns don’t learn to fend for themselves, making 
them more susceptible to sickness and death.

n Deer can become more aggressive as they gather 
around feeders waiting to be fed.

n Large groups of deer, waiting to be fed, damage 
the property of your neighbors around the feeder.

n They leave feces and urine around the areas with 
feeders.

n Other wildlife such as racoons and rodents gather 
around feeders too.

n Large groups of deer are more susceptible to 
spreading disease within the herd.

n And finally, deer are wild animals, they are not 
pets, please treat them as such!

n p.s. please don’t feed feral cats either.

Please help us start off the new year with current contact 
information for all of our utility customers, residential and 
commercial. Write your current phone number and email 
address on the back of your payment stub. 

Contact information is important so we can notify you 
n if we think you have a water leak, 

n if the town turns off the water in an emergency or 

n if the town needs to get health and safety information to    
     you in a hurry. 

Thanks for your help keeping our accounts up to date.

Linda Wehrman - super gardener and super volunteer!


