TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA
Island County Hearing Room
April 9, 2019
6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
CHANGES AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
- Regular Meeting of March 26, 2019
MAYOR’S REPORT
AUDIENCE INPUT - See NOTE
PRESENTATION
- Expansion of Fort Casey Water Treatment Plant, Utility Superintendent Joe Grogan
NEW BUSINESS
1. Authorize Mayor to sign Contract for Archeological Services - Mayor recommends
motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a Professional Services Agreement with ASM
Affiliates in the amount of $1,500 for archaeological services for the Community Green
Project.
2. Resolution 19-06, amending the Town of Coupeville Personnel Policy - Mayor
recommends motion to approve Resolution 19-06, amending the Town of Coupeville
Personnel Policy to include paid time off for full time, exempt employees at the
conclusion of special projects.
STAFF REPORTS
AUDIENCE INPUT - See NOTE
ADJOURN
NOTE: Audience Input - This is time set aside for members of the public to speak to the Council about subjects of concern or interest, or items not
already set aside for a public hearing. Questions presented may not be answered immediately if all information is not available, but will be
responded to as soon as possible. To ensure your comments are recorded properly, you need to state your name and address clearly into the
microphone. Please limit your comments to 5 minutes. Input requiring more lengthy comment is best submitted in writing.
NOTE: Persons with disabilities requiring elevator access to the Hearing Room, please call twenty-four (24) hours prior to the scheduled event to
Clerk-Treasurer (360) 678-4461, ext. 7.

www.townofcoupeville.org
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Town of Coupeville
Regular Council Meeting
March 26, 2019
6:30 p.m.

PRESENT: Mayor Hughes, Councilmembers Catherine Ballay, Pat Powell, and Michael C.
Moore.
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Ballay, second by Councilmember
Moore to excuse Councilmember Rick Walti, and Councilmember Jackie Henderson from the
Regular Council Meeting of March 26, 2019. The motion passed unanimously.
STAFF PRESENT: Clerk Treasurer Kelly Beech, Planning Director Owen Dennison.
CHANGES AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The Mayor requested to add an EXECUTIVE SESSION: Per RCW 42.30.110 (g)… to review
the performance of a public employee, expected to last 15 minutes, to the agenda.
The Mayor requested to remove PRESNTATION: New Water Treatment Plant and informed the
Council the presentation would be added to the next regular meeting agenda.
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Moore, second by Councilmember
Powell, to approve the agenda as amended. The motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 12, 2019 were approved as submitted.
MAYOR’S REPORT
•
•
•
•

Mayor Hughes met with Island County Commissioners, and attended their work session,
to discuss the Community Green Project and express the Town’s gratitude for their
approval of the addendum which increased our grant.
Mayor Hughes and Commissioner Price Johnson met with Captain Arny to discuss the
Navy’s Record of Decision.
Mayor Hughes, Public Works Superintendent Kelly Riepma and Brett Vinson from our
attorney’s office, met with representatives from Epic Land Solutions to discuss how to
proceed with the easement work required to extend our water lines down Big Cedar Lane.
Finally, Mayor Hughes reminded everyone that Spring Clean-up Day is on March 30th
from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., in the Municipal Lot.

PUBLIC HEARING
The Mayor opened the Public Hearing on the vacation of an unopened portion of NE Hawthorne
Place at 6:40 p.m. She asked the Council if they were aware of any conflicts of interest or
appearance of fairness issues. Councilmember Moore disclosed that he does live on Pennington
Loop, in the vicinity of NE Hawthorne Place. He added he does not believe this fact presents a
conflict.
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The Mayor asked Planning Director Owen Dennison to proceed with the presentation of his staff
report. Planning Director Dennison gave a brief PowerPoint presentation, and answered some
clarifying questions from the Council related to his presentation.
The petitioners, Nancy Conard and Brian and Gianna Holle were invited to make their
presentation. Nancy Conard spoke on behalf of the applicants. Ms. Conard gave a brief history
on how the ROW was dedicated. She went on to describe various reasons why she believed it
would be in the best interest of the Town to vacate the unopened portion of NE Hawthorne Place.
Citing potential for increased traffic not only on NE Hawthorne, but through the residential area
between that edge of the Town Limits and main collector arterials.
The public was invited to comment. Terry Abendroth, owner of the property directly to the East
of the unopened portion of NE Hawthorne Place, located outside of Town limits, requested the
Town consider the possibility of opening that portion of NE Hawthorne Place. She described the
current use of her property and some potential future uses. She went on to add that the access
that portion of NE Hawthorne Place would provide to her land would greatly appreciated. Ms.
Abendroth cautioned the Council against a vacation as it might limit options for future growth,
and could negatively impact the Fire Department’s ability to fight potential forest fires.
Kathleen Flower, a resident of NE Hawthorne Place spoke in support of the vacation.
Ivy Breen, a resident of Pennington Loop, also spoke in favor of the vacation, citing a desire for
the Town to maintain more control of traffic in the residential area.
The Mayor then asked Planning Director Owen Dennison if any comments had been received by
the advertised deadline. Hearing that no comments were received by the Planning Director
regarding this proceeding, the Mayor gave the petitioner an opportunity to respond to the public
comment. Nancy Conard informed the Council she had spoken with the Central Whidbey Fire
Department regarding how they would fight a fire on forested land and was told that the
Department of Natural Resources would respond to fires in wooded areas on Whidbey Island,
and that they have special equipment specially designed to access forested areas that may not be
accessible by a paved road.
The Mayor gave the Council the opportunity to ask clarifying questions.
Councilmember Powell asked Ms. Abendroth clarifying questions about her forest management
plan. Ms. Abendroth responded to Councilmember Powell’s questions.
Councilmember Moore asked Planning Director Dennison to describe Coupeville’s current
growth potential, and asked if the Town has an obligation to provide access to parcels located
outside of Town’s limits. Planning Director Dennison affirmed that the Town has no designated
Urban Growth Area and that there is more than enough developable land within the Town limits
to meet growth projections for the next 20 years. Additionally, the Town is under no obligation
to provide access to parcels outside of the Town’s limits.
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Moore, second by Councilmember
Ballay to approve the petition to vacate the unopened portion of the NE Hawthorne Place
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right-of-way, as described in the vacation petition or as modified by the Town Council,
subject to the following conditions:
A) The petitioners shall submit an appraisal, prepared by a qualified appraiser, of the
property proposed for vacation.
B) Based on the appraisal, as approved by the Town Council, the petitioners shall pay
one-half the appraised value of the vacated land.
C) The petitioners shall grant the Town a 30-foot utility easement that shall extend from
the west boundary to the eastern boundary of the existing right-of-way. The utility
easement and associated legal description shall be prepared by a licensed professional
surveyor at the applicants’ expense.
The motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
Adoption of Resolution 19-05, Setting Town of Coupeville Fees and Charges
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Ballay, second by Councilmember
Powell to approve Resolution 19-05, setting Town of Coupeville fees and charges, as presented.
The motion passed unanimously.
Approve Supplemental Agreement with Island County for Community Green Project
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Moore, second by Councilmember
Ballay to authorize the Mayor to sin the Supplemental Agreement with Island County for an
additional $180,000 in Rural County Economic Development Funds for the Community Green
project. The motion passed unanimously.
Approve Contract with Valdez Construction Inc. for the Community Green Project
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Ballay, second by Councilmember
Moore to authorize to authorize the mayor to sign a contract with Valdez Construction Inc. for
$509,168 for the Community Green project. The motion passed unanimously.
Approval of February 2019 Payroll and March 2019 A/P Transactions and Warrants
Council Action: A motion was made by Councilmember Powell, second by Councilmember
Ballay to approve February 2019 payroll transactions and warrants #33899 to #33903 for a total
of $94,861.61; and March 2019 A/P transactions and warrants #33904 to #33967 for a total of
$251,930.91. Questions were asked and answered. The motion passed unanimously.
COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilmember Ballay informed the Council that the next Law & Justice Council meeting would
be tomorrow. She added that the groundwork has been set to create a subcommittee to work on
the Stepping Up initiative, which is designed to help communities reduce the number of people
with mental illnesses in jails. The first step is to convene a diverse group of agency decision
makers and stakeholders who have committed to safely reducing the number of adults with
mental illnesses in jail and can serve as a planning team for this initiative. The initial test will be
to identify the appropriate people and what their specific roles should be.
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Councilmember Powell reported that she unfortunately missed the County Tourism Meeting. She
then gave the Council an update on the Whidbey Camano Land Trust’s progress on Ebey’s
Walking Trail.
Councilmember Moore attended the Ebey’s Reserve Trust Board meeting earlier today and
reported that the first strategic planning meeting is scheduled for April 23rd, and that there will be
3 additional strategic planning meetings in the future.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
At 8:06 p.m. the Mayor announced that the Council would take a 5 minute recess and then go
into Executive Session to review the performance of a public employee. She announced that the
session was expected to last 15 minutes. All audience members left during the break and none
returned.
At 8:26 p.m. the Council returned to regular session.
ADJOURNMENT: 8:26 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted:

MAYOR:

___________________________

____________________________

Kelly Beech, Clerk Treasurer

Molly Hughes

A complete audio recording of this meeting is available upon request from the Clerk-Treasurer.
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